Simple Machines

Narrative



Jose and Elizabeth had been best friends
forever! They walked to school together,
they ate lunch together, and usually hung
out together at recess. They were second
graders at Monroe Elementary and best of
all--they were in the same classroom.
Their teacher’'s name was Mrs. Rollers.

One morning, as they lined up for recess
their teacher called-out-to get-everyone’s—
attention. “I’ve got a challenge for you
class,” she said. “How many activities can
you find on the playground today that
involve force?” Mrs. Rollers was a teacher
that liked her kids to make connections to
the real world. They had been studying
about force in class and now she wanted
them to practice what they had learned.

Jose and Elizabeth were always up for a
good challenge! “I bet | can find more
examples of force on the playground than
you can Jose!” Elizabeth said in a confident
voice. “You’re, on!” answered Jose. “Last
one to the swings is a monkey’s uncle!”
And off they ran.

When the two out of breath friends reached
the swings, Jose screamed, “I’'ve got onel
The swings! Look at Mary. She’s creating
a force by moving her legs back and forth to
make the swing go higher and higher.
She’s pushing her legs out, then pulling her
legs in.” “Oh Man!” said Elizabeth. “One
point for you, but I've got one too!”



“Look at Susan, Joseph, and Rebecca on
the slide! A slide is an example of a ramp.
Ramps can be used to move heavy objects
more easily and quickly, and this time the
heavy objects are those three kids! They
pushed off at the top and down they come
with a little help from gravity. It's going to
take a lot more force to climb back up!”

“The score-is-one-te-ene;”—said Jose, “but
not for long! Here comes Debbie on her
bike. She’s using force to push down on
the pedals which is turning the gears that
make her wheels move!

And | get a double points because | can
see her using friction. Look how she’s
putting on her brakes so see won’t run into
that trash can. It's making her brakes rub
against the wheel rims and that's making
her bike stop.”

“Now the score’s three to one Elizabeth!
Can’t catch me now, NO HOW!”

“That’s what you think,” Elizabeth replied
with a smile. “I've got a double pointer too!
See the boys on the seesaw over there!
That's a great example of a lever with a
fulcrum in the middle. And double points for
me because | know that they are using
force by pushing their feet off the ground.
Remember that time you accidentally made
me fall off the seesaw Jose? That was
NOT a fun experience with gravity!” The
score was tied three to three.






