LA08 Software 

Evaluation

Grade Levels: 6, 7, 8

SAUSD Technology Standard: 

2.7 The student evaluates selected software programs (I, E, M) 

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

II. WRITING

6.2.5 Student writes persuasive text that supports a position with organized and relevant evidence

7.2.4 Student writes persuasive essays that state a clear position or perspective in support of a proposition or proposal

8.2.3 Student writes persuasive text that supports arguments with detailed evidence, examples, differentiating between evidence and opinion

IV. LISTENING AND SPEAKING

6.1.4 Student employs group decision-making techniques such as problem solving

7.1.4 The student defines roles and shares responsibility for a team project; sets objectives and time frames for work to be completed; establishes processes for group decision making; and reviews progress

8.1.4 The students define roles and share responsibility for a team project, specify goals, evaluate and choose solutions, monitor progress, and make modifications to meet stated objectives.

Software: Any software to evaluate, Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: critical thinking, persuasive writing, cooperative learning, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

As students become consumers, it is important that they can evaluate software and determine whether or not it is a good purchase. In this lesson, students will work in a group to develop criteria to evaluate a specific piece of software that you choose. Then, students will evaluate the software and write a persuasive essay proposing that the school either purchase or not purchase the software. 
Lesson Plan

1. Explain to students that they will work in a group to establish criteria in order to evaluate a piece of software. Then, they will work together to write a persuasive essay expressing whether or not they think the class or school should purchase the software. Be sure students are familiar with the type of software they will evaluate. In other words, if they are going to evaluate a spreadsheet program, be sure that they are comfortable and familiar with the basic functions of a spreadsheet.


2. Divide students into groups of four to five. If this is the first time you have used cooperative groups, you will need to spend some time showing students how to assign different roles to members of the group.  

They will need to assign the following roles:

· Manager - Student who makes sure the group is progressing towards it goal

· Scribe - Student who takes notes which will be referred to when the group writes the persuasive essay

· Computer Engineer(s) - Student(s) who try out the software at the computer.

· Author - Student who types the final essay for the group.

Note: Do not expect students to be able to work well in cooperative groups if they haven't done so before.  It takes practice, and you will need to train students to do their portion of the work.  Monitor the groups to make sure that all students are participating.
3. Brainstorm with the students to help them develop criteria for the software evaluation.  Remind them to have their Scribe make a list of their criteria before they go to the computer to evaluate the software.

4. Allow each group an hour to work with the software they will evaluate. Then, allow them one more hour to compile their notes and write a persuasive essay using Microsoft Word indicating whether or not they think the class or school should purchase the software.

5. Have students spell check their documents by clicking on the Tools menu and selecting Spelling and Grammar.

6. The students should save their file as SWE followed by the initials of the Author.

7. When students are finished, remind them to type all their names and class period, and then print their work.

8. Remind students to quit or exit the programs so that the computer is ready for the next students to use.

Assessment Criteria

The students developed criteria for evaluation.

The students reviewed the software.

The students wrote a persuasive essay.

The students worked together as a cooperative group.

LA08 Software Evaluation Activity Card


1. Assign roles to the members of your group:

· Manager - Student who makes sure the group is progressing towards it goal

· Scribe - Student who takes notes which will be referred to when the group writes the persuasive essay

· Computer Engineer(s) - Student(s) who try out the software at the computer.

· Author - Student who types the final essay for the group.

2. Work in your group to develop the criteria you will use to evaluate the software.

3. Go to the computer and evaluate your software.  Make sure the Scribe takes notes.

4. Return to your table come to an agreement on whether the school should or should not buy the software.

5. Make an outline of the parts of your group's persuasive essay.

6. Return to the computer.  Open Microsoft Word.

7. Everyone in the group should make suggestions to the Author as he/she types the group's essay.

8. Make sure you write all the names and class period on the document.

9. Print your document.

10. Save your document as SWE followed by the initials of the Author.

11. Quit or exit the program

LA08 Software Evaluation 

Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	4

Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Basic
	1
Below Basic

	The students developed criteria for evaluation


	Students created an excellent Evaluation Criteria consisting of 5 or more relevant points.
	Students created a good Evaluation Criteria consisting of 3-4 relevant points.
	Students created a usable Evaluation Criteria consisting of only 1-2 relevant points.
	Students created an Evaluation Criteria that was vague.

	The students reviewed the software


	Students effectively used the Evaluation Criteria they developed.
	Students used most of the Evaluation Criteria they developed.
	Students used some of the Evaluation Criteria they developed.
	Students wrote an evaluation that was not based on their criteria.

	The students wrote a persuasive essay.


	The students wrote a clear, organized, persuasive essay that contained all the necessary supportive facts and relevant evidence needed to support their recommendation for purchasing the software.
	The students wrote a clear, organized, persuasive essay that contained several supportive facts to support their recommendation for purchasing the software.
	The students wrote a persuasive essay that contained few facts to support their recommendation for purchasing the software.
	The students wrote an essay that did not contain any facts to support their recommendation for purchasing the software.

	The students worked in a cooperative group.


	The group was so successful working in a cooperative manner that they were an excellent model for the other groups in the class.
	Each student in the group successfully performed his/her job without teacher intervention.
	Students in the group usually performed his/her jobs with minimal teacher intervention.
	Students in the group had trouble performing their assigned rolls.  Teacher needed to supervise the group on an ongoing basis.
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