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Newscast

Grade Level: 6-8

Technology Standard: 

4.9.3 The student produces a news report video (I)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

6.1.4 The student employs group decision-making techniques such as problem-solving

6.1.6 The student emphasizes key points to assist the listener in following main ideas and concepts

6.2.3 The student delivers informative presentations that develop the topic with facts, details, examples, and explanations from multiple authoritative sources

Software: Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: finding the main idea, critical thinking, writing, public speaking, cooperative learning, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

Students will use the report they wrote in the last assignment on a natural disaster to prepare a newscast that will be videotaped. Students need to work in partners for this project so that they can each videotape each other’s newscast. There is no activity sheet for this assignment.

Lesson Plan

1. Explain that in this lesson, students will write and videotape a news report based on the article they wrote in the previous lesson. Students will work in partners to complete this project. One person will read their news report and the other person will videotape.

2. Tell students that they will need to review the reports they wrote in the last assignment, and then use only the critical details to write a brief news report. It should be no longer than two minutes. Encourage students to memorize as much of their news report as possible so they are looking at the camera rather than their papers.

3. Students should type out their brief reports using Microsoft Word. Then, they should practice speaking into the camera prior to the videotaping.
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4. Be sure students know how to work the video camera. Show them where the on/off button is, the record button, the pause button (to temporarily stop the action), the stop button, and the play button (to view the video instantly). Also, be sure to show students how to use the zoom feature of the camera. 

5. Students should videotape each other in a quiet location.

6. When students are finished, they should view the videotape and be sure that they like it.

Assessment Criteria

The student wrote a brief news report.

The student’s report contained all of the important details of the story.

The student spoke clearly using an appropriate rate while reading the news report.

The student videotaped his or her partner’s news report correctly.
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	Criteria
	3
	2
	1

	Student wrote a brief news report.
	News report was excellent.
	News report was good.
	News report was acceptable.

	Report contained all the important details.
	Report contained who, what, when, where, and why.
	Report contained most the important details.
	Report contained few important details.

	Student spoke clearly and at an appropriate rate.


	Student was easy to understand throughout the entire report.
	Student spoke clearly and at an appropriate rate for most of the report.
	It was not easy to understand what the student was saying.

	Student videotaped his/her partner's news report correctly.
	Student followed all the directions for taping the report.  
	Student followed most of the directions for taping the report.
	Student did not follow directions for taping the report.
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