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Grade Level: 6-8

Technology Standards: 

1.8 The student understands and adheres to copyright laws (E)

2.5 The student adheres to the Santa Ana Unified School District Acceptable Use Agreement for the Internet (E)

3.5.13 The student downloads and saves video and audio sources from the Internet (M)

4.3.3 The student determines the usefulness of information acquired from the Internet (E)

CA Science Standards: Depends on the video clip selected.
Software: Netscape Navigator (Netscape)

Content Skills: following directions, various science topics

Website: http://www.yahooligans.com/

Introduction to the Lesson

You probably often use photos and drawings to illustrate science concepts you’re teaching.  

Lesson Plan

1. Tell students that they will learn a new skill today, downloading songs and movie clips from an Internet site.

2. Remind students that they must follow copyright laws when downloading information from the Internet.  It is ok to download the songs to listen to and videos to view them, but it would not be ok to copy these songs and videos into their own work without permission of the person or company that owns the copyright.  Schoolhouse Rock and the related titles from the Schoolhouse Rock series are registered trademarks of American Broadcasting Companies, Inc ("ABC"). Many of the graphics and other School House Rock materials used in this site are also the copyrighted property of ABC and are being used here with ABC's permission. They may not be copied from this site or used in any manner without ABC's written permission. If you want to use or have any questions about any of these School House Rock materials, please contact Jennifer Mayo at ABC (jennifer.e.mayo@abc.com).

3. The following is a list of features implemented at the School House Rock site:

Fonts - All the text on this site is meant to be displayed in the MS Comic font.  To see this font you must have the font installed on your computer, and use a browser that supports custom fonts. The MS Comic font is freely available from Microsoft for both the Macintosh and Windows platforms.

[image: image2.wmf]Animations - On the high-graphics version of the site, each main 'Rock' menu page has an animated image (Gif89a file) of some character from that series of videos. The animations are not available on the low-graphics version because of their size (between 40k-100k).

Songs - All the SHR songs on this site are available in the MS Wave and RealAudio sound formats. The MS Wave song files are 2MB each, and will take approximately 10 minutes to download over a 28.8 modem connection, or 20 minutes over a 14.4 modem connection. MS Wave files must be completely downloaded before you can listen to them. An MS Wave player is included with the Windows operating system and with the more recent versions of Navigator and Explorer. Macintosh users can play MS Wave files using SoundApp or Sound Machine.

RealAudio files use an Internet technology called streaming, which allows you to listen to the song as it downloads. Typically there is only a 10-15 second wait for a RealAudio file to begin playing. To listen to RealAudio files you must obtain the free Real Player from the RealAduio web site. The site doesn't have a RealAudio Server. The site uses HTTP-Streaming so the files can be downloaded using an ordinary web server. If you attempt to listen the RealAudio songs and get a message that says 'this is not a RealAudio file', you may need to download a newer version of the RealPlayer or check the configuration settings for your browser's helper-applications/plug-ins to ensure there is a setting for the .RAM file extension.

Video - All of the SHR videos have been digitized and are available on this site in the Apple Quicktime movie format. The Quicktime movie files are 8MB each, and will take approximately 40 minutes to download over a 28.8 modem connection, or 80 minutes over a 14.4 modem connection.  Quicktime movie files must be completely downloaded before you can watch them. Quicktime viewing software is included with the Macintosh operating system and with the more recent versions of Navigator and Explorer. It can downloaded for free for the Windows operating system and as a plug-in for older browser versions. Please see Apple's Quicktime documentation and the documentation of your browser for information on configuring Quicktime for your system.  Note-computers with Ethernet cable connections will be much faster than modem connections.  It should take less than 5 minutes to download a video with an Ethernet connection.

4. The URL for this site is case sensitive.  Students must type SchoolHouseRock with the S, H, and R in capital letters.

5. Students can listen to the songs while they are at the web site.  They will be able to read the words of the song as they listen to it.  

6. [image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]Students will need to download the video to the desktop so they will be able to view it.  After it is saved to the desktop, students will need to go to the desktop and double click on the movie file (.mov) to open it.  To play the movie, they will click on the start button of the little video player that appears.  

Tell students that they should not enlarge the video player because if they do, the movie will become very fuzzy.

7. As a follow-up activity, students will be asked to write a summary of what they learned from the song and the video.  They will be asked to start writing the summary as they wait for the movie file to download. 

8. Students should delete the movie clip once they have finished viewing it.  That way the computer will be ready for the next student to do the assignment.

Assessment Criteria

Student accessed the School House Rock site and played the song for the correct topic

Student downloaded the video.

Student viewed the video.

Student wrote a summary of the song and video.

[image: image5.wmf]Sc05 Show Time!

Activity Card

1. Open Netscape Navigator.
2. Type in the following URL:

http://genxtvland.simplenet.com/SchoolHouseRock

Be careful!  It is case sensitive!

3. Select either the High Graphics Version or Low Graphics Version.

4. Select the topic you are studying.

5. Click on Play the song to hear the song as you read the lyrics.

6. Click on Play the video.  A caution box will appear; click on Save file.

7. The Save dialogue box will appear.  Be sure to save the file to the Desktop. 

Rename the file as your initials followed by .mov

8. As you wait for the movie file to be saved to the desktop, start writing a summary of what you learned from listening to the song.

9. When the movie has completed downloading, Quit or Exit out of Netscape. 

10. [image: image6.wmf]Find the movie file on the desktop and double click on the icon to open it.  You will see the movie player.  Click on the go button to see the movie play.

11. When you have finished watching the movie, drag the file to the trash or recycle bin to delete it.

12. Finish writing your summary of what you learned.
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Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	3
	2
	1

	The student accessed the School House Rock site and played the song for the correct topic.
	Student was able to access the site, choose the correct topic, and play the song without assistance.
	Student was able to access the site, choose the correct topic, and play the song with minimal assistance
	Student was able to access the site, choose the correct topic, and play the song only with lots of assistance

	Student was able to download the video.
	Student downloaded the video to the desktop and saved it as their initials followed by .mov
	Student downloaded the video to the computer (but not the desktop).
	Student needed lots of assistance to download the movie to the computer.

	Student was able to play the video.
	Student played the video without assistance.
	Student played the video with little assistance.
	Student played the video only with lots of assistance.

	Student wrote a summary of the song and video.
	The summary was excellent.
	The summary was good.
	The summary was adequate.
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