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Grade Level: 6

Technology Standards: 

2.5 
The student adheres to the Santa Ana Unified School District Acceptable Use Agreement for the Internet (E)

2.9 
The student diagnoses and solves common technology problems (I)

3.3.5 
The student uses tabs and justification to align text (M)

3.3.6 
The student inserts page numbers (M)

3.5.5 
The student selects the appropriate search engine for the task (M)

3.5.6 
The student uses keywords in search engines to acquire information (R)

3.5.12 The student downloads and saves text and graphics from the Internet (R)

4.3.2 
The student finds information for a research project using the Internet (E)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

6.1.2 The student creates a multi-paragraph expository composition that includes an introduction that arouses the interest of the reader and makes clear the purpose of the composition, paragraphs that develop the topic with supportive details, precise verbs, nouns, and adjectives that paint a visual image in the mind of the reader, and a conclusion with a detailed summary linked to the purpose of the composition

6.1.4 The student uses electronic information and the library to research information for specific purposes

6.1.5 The student composes documents with appropriate formatting by using word processing skills and principals of design

6.1.4 The student uses correct capitalization

Software: Netscape Navigator (Netscape), Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: Research skills, report writing, spelling, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

In this lesson, students will research a Greek God and then write a report addressing several topics such as: special powers, symbols associated with the God, myths related to the God, domains of the God, and special personality traits. They will conduct their research using the Internet.

Lesson Plan

1. Ask students to name any Greek Gods they are aware of. You may want to have them read the relevant chapters in the history textbook prior to this activity. List any Greek Gods they know on chart paper. Add to the list so that the following names appear: Hestia, Poseidon, Zeus, Hera, Hades, Demeter, Ares, Hephestus, Athena, and Apollo. Artemis, Aphrodite, Hermes, and Dionysus.

2. [image: image2.wmf]Determine which Greek god each student will research.  You may want to have students work as a team to conduct the research, especially if you don't have access to very many computers. 

3. Brainstorm some key words to use when searching on the Internet. Explain that by selecting different key words, students will be able to find the information they need for their report.  They will need to report on at least the following topics: special powers, symbols associated with the God, myths related to the God, domains of the God, and special personality traits.

4. Discuss with students what search engine they think they should use. Because this may be a difficult topic to search for, they should probably use one of the larger search engines, such as Alta Vista. Remind students to be sure to adhere to the Santa Ana Unified School District Acceptable Use Agreement while they are using the Internet. 

5. Remind students to take notes while they do their research.  You should also remind them to record information needed for their bibliography.

6. Encourage students to solve their own technology problems as they work on this project.

7. Tell students to find and save a graphic on the Internet to use in the report. To do this using a Macintosh computer, students need to click on the graphic they want and hold the mouse button down. Then, they should select Save this Image As. They should save the file into their folders for easy access. To do this using a Windows computer, right-click on the graphic and then select Save Image As. They should save the file into their folders for easy access.

8. Once students have completed their research, they should create a document using Microsoft Word. Encourage them to write a comprehensive report that keeps the reader’s attention while providing the required information. Tell students to include a heading for each of the topics in the paper. They should also have a strong conclusion to the paper. The paper should be at least two to three pages.

9. Tell students to add page numbers to the paper. To do this, they should click on the Insert menu and select Page Numbers. Have students center the page numbers and then click on Format. Students can select any number format they like. Then, they should click OK, and then OK again.

10. Now, have students format the heading of each topic. To do this, they should click on a heading. Then, they should choose center justification by clicking on the Center text button in the formatting menu. Then, they can change the font, style, and size using the formatting toolbar.

11. [image: image3.wmf]Now, have students paste the graphic they downloaded and saved into the document by clicking on the Insert menu and selecting Picture and From File. Students should locate the graphic they saved in their folders and then click Insert.

12. Tell students to be sure to proofread and edit their reports before printing.

13. When students are finished, they should type their names at the bottom of the page, then print their work.

14. Have students save the file as Greek followed by their initials.

15. Remind students to quit or exit the program so that the computer is ready for the next student to use.

16. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.

Assessment Criteria

The student researched the topic using the Internet.

The student used keywords to conduct the search.

The student wrote a report about a Greek god that included the following sections: 

· special powers

· symbols associated with the God

· myths related to the God

· domains of the God

· special personality traits

The student saved and inserted a graphic correctly.

The student justified the headings correctly.

The student added page numbers correctly.

The student spelled all of the words correctly.
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Part One - Research
1. Open Netscape Navigator.

2. Select a search engine. Use keywords to conduct research about your Greek god.

3. Take notes on the text you read. Be sure to write down the information you need from each site for your bibliography.

4. Save a graphic to use in your report. Save the file into your folder.

· To do this using a Macintosh computer, click on the graphic you want and hold the mouse button down. Then, select Save this Image As. 

· To do this using a Windows computer, right-click on the graphic and then select Save Image As. 

5. Quit or exit the program.

Part Two - Write your report.

1. Open Microsoft Word.

2. Type the text of your report. Be sure to type the headings for each topic.

3. Highlight the heading and click on the Center button in the formatting toolbar. Then, format the heading any way you like.

4. Add page numbers. Click on the Insert menu and select Page Numbers. Center the page numbers and then click on Format. Select any number format you like. Then, click OK, and OK again.

5. Insert your graphic. Click on the Insert menu and select Picture and From File. Then, find the picture you saved in your folder and click Insert. 

6. Proofread your report.  Be sure to use Spell Check.

7. Print.

8. Save the file as Greek followed by your initials.

9. Quit or exit the program.
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	Criteria
	4

Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Basic
	1
Below Basic

	Student wrote a report about a Greek god.


	Report was excellent and included all the 5 sections:

· special powers

· symbols associated with  the God

· myths related to the God

· domains of the God

· special personality traits
	Report was good and included 4 of the 5 sections:


	Report was acceptable and included at least 2 of the sections.
	Report was poor and did not include the sections.

	Student saved and inserted a graphic.


	Student inserted an appropriate graphic into their document.
	Student inserted a graphic but not one that applies to the chosen god.
	Student followed some of the directions but needed help inserting the graphic.
	Student did not insert a graphic.

	Student used correct formatting and justification for the headings.


	Student created heading without assistance and that contained no errors.
	Report contained an error or two heading in the heading or needed assistance.
	Report contained three or four heading errors.
	Story did not contain a heading.

	Student used correct spelling.


	Story contained no misspelled words.
	Story contained one or two misspelled words.
	Story contained three or four misspelled words.
	Story contained five or more misspelled words.

	Student added page numbers to the document.


	Page numbers were added correctly without assistance.
	Page numbers were added correctly with some assistance.
	Page numbers were not added correctly.
	Page numbers were not added.
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