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Grade Level: 6

Technology Standards: 

3.11.1 The student can record and play back a video (E)

3.11.2 The student can use special features such as zoom (E)

3.11.3 The student can edit a video (I)

3.11.4 The student can add sound to a video using an external microphone (I)

4.9.1 
The student produces an original video (E)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

6.2.1 The student writes narratives that use sensory details and concrete language

6.1.4 The student employs group decision-making techniques such as problem-solving

6.1.5 The student sets a focus, organization, and point of view, matching the purpose, message, occasion, and voice modulation to the audience

6.1.8 The student uses effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone to align non-verbal elements to hold the audience

6.2.1 The student delivers narrative presentations that establish a context or create a point of view that offers some insight or meaning to the experience narrated, includes sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character, and uses a range of narrative strategies such as dialogue and tension or suspense

Software: Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: Ancient Greek theme, public speaking, dialogue writing, critical thinking, problem solving, cooperative learning, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

In this lesson, students will write a script for a Greek tragedy and then perform it while being videotaped. Divide students into groups of five to six for this project. Be sure each group has a variety of talents including good writers, good speakers, and good leaders. Since students will not be in one place while taping the video, the activity sheet does not offer step-by-step instructions for videotaping. However, it does contain instructions for editing.

Lesson Plan

1. Share some Greek tragedies with students. Perhaps their reading or history textbook has some examples. Then, explain to students that they will be revising a Greek tragedy into script form and then performing it on video.

2. [image: image2.wmf]Share the group lists with students. Explain that each group needs to divide up the responsibility for the work, but everyone still needs to help each other. Possible jobs include director, scriptwriters, actors, costume creators, and cameraperson. All students should participate in the editing process.

3. Explain to students that they should write a script based on a Greek tragedy of their choice. They should include lines for a narrator to help set the stage and explain what is happening. Then, the costume creators should get to work on designing something for the actors to wear. The director should decide where the video will be taped and the movements of the actors. The actors need to know the lines, and the cameraperson needs to record everything.

4. Show all students how to work the video camera. Be sure to show them where the on/off button is, the record button, the pause button (to temporarily stop the action), the stop button, and the play button (to view the video instantly). Also, be sure to show students how to use the zoom feature of the camera. They can take turns doing the videotaping or assign one person to videotape the entire play.

5. Tell students that they will need an introduction to the video. They should draw a backdrop or some artwork and then videotape this artwork while the narrator introduces the play and gives credit to all members of the group. Have the narrator use an external microphone. Show students how to connect the external microphone.

6. Inevitably, there will be parts of the video that have to be taped over and over again because students make mistakes. So, students will need to learn how to edit the videotape. You will need two VCRs for this. Place the recorded videotape in one VCR and a blank tape in the other VCR. Locate the portion of the recorded video that they want to tape onto the blank tape. Then, push Play on the VCR containing the recorded video, and Record on the VCR with the blank tape. They should stop both tapes when they are finished taping each part. Each time they will search for the best part on their videotape and then tape it onto the final tape.

7. When students are finished, they should playback their videos on the television to check for clarity.

8. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.
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The students wrote a script based on a Greek tragedy.

The students videotaped the play.

The students used the zoom feature.

The students taped an introduction using an external microphone.

The students edited the video correctly.

The students produced a quality video.
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1. Within your assigned group choose a director, scriptwriter(s), narrator, actors, costume creator(s) and cameraperson(s). Write a script for your own Greek tragedy and get all of the props, costumes, artwork, etc. prepared.

2. Learn to use the features of the video camera including how to use the external microphone and the zoom feature.

3. Videotape your tragedy. Review the tape to decide what needs to be edited. Retape a scene if necessary.

4. To edit the video, insert your recorded videotape into VCR #1 and a blank tape into VCR #2.

5. Push Pause on VCR #2. Locate what you want to tape on the recorded tape in VCR #1. Be sure to tape the introduction first with the narrator speaking into an external microphone and camera focused on an appropriate piece of artwork.

6. Push Record on VCR #2 and Play on VCR #1. When you are finished, push Pause on VCR #2 and Stop on VCR #1.

7. Continue this process until you have taped the entire introduction and play. 

8. Watch the video to be sure it looks good.
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	Criteria
	4

Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Basic
	1
Below Basic

	Students wrote a script based on a Greek tragedy.


	Script was excellent.
	Script was good.
	Script was acceptable.
	Script was poor.

	Students taped the video.


	Students got all of the scenes taped and used the zoom feature.
	Students taped the production missing a scene or did not use the zoom feature
	Students missed taping more than one scene. 
	Student did not tape the entire production.

	Students taped an introduction with narrator’s voice over artwork created by the group.


	Students taped an excellent introduction using voice over.
	Students taped an introduction using voice over.
	Student taped an introduction.
	Students did not include an introduction in the video.

	Students edited the video with clear transitions.
	Video was edited so scenes move from one to the next smoothly and in order.


	Video was edited so scenes go in order.
	Video was edited but scenes did not flow from one to another.
	Video was not edited.
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