SS08 Famous 

Biography

Grade Level: 8

Technology Standards: 

3.2.11 The student types with increased speed and accuracy (M)

4.1.1 The student writes stories and biographies (E)

4.8.1 The student uses electronic reference materials for research (E)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

8.1.4 The student uses technology to plan and conduct information searches

8.1.6 The student revises writing for word choice, appropriate organization, consistent point of view, and transitions among paragraphs, passages, and ideas

8.2.1 The student writes biographies, autobiographies, short stories, and/or narratives that relate a clear, coherent incident, event, or situation by using well-chosen details

8.1.1 The student edits written manuscripts to demonstrate control of grammar

8.1.5 The student uses correct punctuation and capitalization

8.1.6 The student spells correctly

CA Social-Science Standards: 

8.6.5 The student draws from biographies to describe the lives of the nation’s founders including George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and James Madison

8.10.5 The student draws on biographies to describe the Abolitionist movement and its leaders including Theodore Weld, William Lloyd Garrison, David Walker, Frederick Douglass, John Brown, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Charles Redmond, and Sojourner Truth

8.12.6 The student draws from biographies to describe the views and lives of leaders on both sides of the war including Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, and Robert E. Lee

8.15.3 The student draws from biographies to describe inventors such as Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, and Eli Whitney

Software: Encarta Deluxe 98 (Microsoft), Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: biography writing, research skills, note taking, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

In this lesson, students will use an electronic encyclopedia to research a famous person in history. They will use this information to write a biography on that famous person.

Lesson Plan

1. Explain to students that they will be writing a biography for a famous person in history. Write the names of the people listed under the social-science standards section above on chart paper for students to choose from. They are part of the 8th grade curriculum.

2. Explain to students that they will research the person using Encarta Deluxe 98. Once they open the encyclopedia, they should click on Encyclopedia Articles. From there, they should type in the name of the famous person in the Search box. A list of topics will appear. They can read the information provided, as well as print it out. To print using a Macintosh computer, click on the File menu and select Print. When using a Windows computer, click on the Options menu and select Print.

3. If students want to save a graphic to use in the biography, they should click on the Edit menu and select Copy Special and then Image/Frame (Macintosh) or Options and then Copy and Image/Frame (Windows). This saves the graphic to the clipboard and will need to be pasted into the Word file.

4. Be sure to remind students to note their sources for text and graphics.

5. When they are finished gathering information, they should quit or exit Encarta Deluxe 98.

6. Students should use Microsoft Word to type the biography. They should open Microsoft Word and then import the graphic they saved by clicking on the Edit menu and selecting Paste. 

7. Remind students to cite their sources in the biography.

8. When they are finished typing the biography, they should check the spelling and grammar by clicking on the Tools menu and selecting Spelling and Grammar.

9. When students are finished, they should type their names at the bottom of the page, then print their work.

10. Have students save the file as bio followed by their initials.

11. Remind students to quit or exit the program so that the computer is ready for the next student to use it.

12. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.


Assessment Criteria

The student researched a famous person.

The student wrote a biography.

The student spelled all of the words correctly.

The student used proper capitalization and punctuation.

The student used proper grammar.

The student imported the graphic correctly.

The student cited the sources.

SS08  Famous Biography

Activity Card

Open Encarta Deluxe 98.

Click on Encyclopedia Articles. Type in the name of the famous person in the Search box. A list of topics will appear. Read the information provided, as well as print it out. To print using a Macintosh computer, click on the File menu and select Print. When using a Windows computer, click on the Options menu and select Print.

Save a graphic by clicking on the Edit menu and selecting Copy Special and Image/Frame (Macintosh) or Options and then Copy and Frame/Image. The graphic is saved onto the clipboard and needs to be pasted into the Word document.

Note all your sources of text and graphics.

Open Microsoft Word.

Import the graphic you saved by clicking on the Edit menu and selecting Paste.

Write a biography of your person.

Check the spelling and grammar by clicking on the Tools menu and selecting Spelling and Grammar.

Type your name at the bottom of the page.

Save the file as bio followed by your initials.

Print.

Quit or exit out of both programs.
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Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	4

Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Basic
	1
Below Basic

	Student wrote a biography on a famous person from American history


	Biography was excellent.
	Biography was good.
	Biography was acceptable.
	Biography was poor.

	Student used correct capitalization and punctuation.


	Biography contained no capitalization or punctuation errors.
	Biography contained only one or two capitalization or punctuation errors.
	Biography contained three or four punctuation or capitalization errors.
	Biography contained five or more punctuation or capitalization errors.

	Student used correct spelling.


	Biography contained no misspelled words.
	Biography contained one or two misspelled words.
	Biography contained three or four misspelled words.
	Biography contained five or more misspelled words.

	Student imported a graphic.
	Student imported the graphic correctly and placed it appropriately within the biography.
	Student imported the graphic correctly.
	Student imported a graphic.
	Student did not import a graphic.

	Student cited all of the sources.


	All sources were cited in correct format.
	Most of the sources were cited.
	Some of the sources were cited.
	No sources were cited.
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