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Speeches

Grade Level: 8

Technology Standards: 

3.11.3 The student can edit a video (M)

3.11.4 The student can add sound to a video using an external microphone (M)

3.11.5 The student can write a script for a video (E)

3.11.6 The student can create a storyboard for a video (E)

4.9.1 The student produces an original video (E)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

8.1.4 The student defines roles and shares responsibility for a team project, specifies goals and constraints, generates alternatives, considers risks, evaluates and chooses solutions, monitors progress and makes modifications to meet stated objectives

8.2.5 The student recites poems, sections of speeches or dramatic soliloquies using voice modulation, tone, and gestures expressively to enhance meaning

CA History-Social Science Standards: 

8.12.4 The student analyzes Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and its significant writings and speeches such as his speech at the Cooper Union, the Gettysburg Address, the Emancipation Proclamation, his inaugural addresses (and their relationship to the Declaration of Independence)

8.13 The student interprets the significance of famous speeches such as George Washington’s Farewell Address, Jefferson’s Inaugural speech, and Susan B. Anthony’s Seneca Falls speech

Software: Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: oral language, writing, analysis, critical thinking, sequencing, famous speeches, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

Students read many famous speeches during their education. In this lesson, they will deliver a famous speech. First, they will choose a famous speech that they would like to give. Then, they will analyze the speech and write an introduction about its importance in history. Then, they will deliver the introduction and the speech while being videotaped by a partner. You should choose partners for students prior to this lesson.

Lesson Plan
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1. Ask students to name some famous speeches in American history. Be sure they have included the speeches listed in the standards above. Then, invite them to choose a speech to analyze and deliver while being videotaped.

2. Explain that the first step will be for students to analyze the significance of the speech. Then, they should write an introduction to the speech explaining its significance using Microsoft Word. Have students save the file as speech followed by their initials. Then, they should print and quit or exit the program. This will be the script they use.

3. Now, explain to students what a storyboard is. A storyboard is filled with empty squares that look like a comic strip (without any drawings). The students add small drawings in each box to show the sequence of the video. They can have lots of fun with this. For example, the storyboard may begin with a close-up of the student delivering the introduction. Then, it may move to a picture of the famous person who delivered the speech, then a wide-angle shot of the student making the speech. Finally, the video ends with a zoom-in on the student. Students can be as elaborate as they want. They will eventually share this storyboard with their partner, as that is the person that will be doing the taping.

4. Tell students that they should review the script and storyboard with their partners. Then, they should practice speaking into the camera prior to the videotaping. Encourage students to memorize as much of the speech as possible so that they can look in the camera while speaking. You may also want to encourage them to dress for the part.

5. Be sure students know how to work the video camera. Show them where the on/off button is, the record button, the pause button (to temporarily stop the action), the stop button, and the play button (to view the video instantly). Also, be sure to show students how to use the zoom feature of the camera. 

6. Also, show students how to use an external microphone. This will give the best sound quality and eliminate background noise.

7. Inevitably, there will be parts of the video that have to be taped over again because students make mistakes. So, students will need to learn how to edit the videotape. You will need two VCRs for this. Place the recorded videotape in one VCR and a blank tape in the other VCR. Locate the portion of the recorded video to tape onto the blank tape. Then, push Play on the VCR containing the recorded video, and Record on the VCR with the blank tape. They should stop both tapes when they are finished taping each part. Each time they will search for the best part on their videotape and then tape it onto the final tape.

8. [image: image3.wmf]When students are finished, they should view the videotape and be sure that they like it.

Assessment Criteria

The student wrote an introduction script.

The student created a storyboard for the video.

The student delivered the speech.

The student edited the video.

The student videotaped his or her partner.
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1. Open Microsoft Word.

2. Write your introduction script.

3. Type your name at the bottom of the page.

4. Save the file as speech followed by your initials.

5. Print.

6. Quit or exit the program.
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Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	4

Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Basic
	1
Below Basic

	Student wrote an introduction speech.


	Speech was excellent.
	Speech was good.
	Speech was acceptable.
	Speech was poor.

	Student wrote a storyboard for the script.


	Storyboard was excellent.
	Storyboard was good.
	Storyboard was acceptable.
	Storyboard was poor.

	Student delivered the speech.


	Speech was delivered perfectly.
	Speech was delivered well.
	Speech was delivered with few errors.
	Speech was delivered poorly.

	Student edited the video.


	The video was edited without flaws, transitions between scenes were clear and in order.
	The video was edited with few flaws. Transitions between scenes were acceptable.
	The video was edited with few flaws. Transitions between scenes were distracting.
	Video was edited poorly or not edited at all.

	Student videotaped his or her partner.
	Video was excellent and showed use of the external microphone and zoom features.
	Video was complete and showed use of the external microphone and zoom features.
	Video was complete and showed use of either the external microphone or zoom features.
	Video was not complete or did not show use of the external microphone and zoom features.
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