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Grade Level: 3

Technology Standards: 

1.5 The student identifies the capabilities and uses of technology in society (I)

1.6 The student identifies specific jobs and careers that utilize technology (I)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standard: 

3.2.3 The student writes personal and formal letters, thank you notes, and invitations

Software: None

Content Skills: careers, writing, critical thinking  
Introduction to the Lesson

This lesson will require you to invite speakers into the classroom who use technology in their jobs on a regular basis. Perhaps you will have some parents of students in your class who would be willing to speak to the class. Or, you may have friends or relatives who would be willing to be a guest speaker. If you do not have access to any potential speakers, contact the district technology department for suggestions.

Lesson Plan

1. Challenge students to brainstorm any jobs or careers that would require them to use technology. List these on chart paper. Then, direct the discussion to the job of the speaker you have invited to join the class. 

2. Explain to students that you have invited a guest speaker to the class who uses technology regularly in his or her job. Describe the speaker’s job to the class. Then, challenge the class to offer specific questions they should ask the speaker related to the use of technology in his or her job.

3. Ask students to review the list of potential questions and then vote for their favorite five questions (or whatever number you think your speaker will have time to answer). List the final questions on chart paper so it is prepared when the speaker comes to visit.
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4. Be sure to have a conversation with the speaker prior to his or her arrival. Explain to him or her that the focus should be on how he or she uses technology in his or her job and how that technology makes the job easier or more efficient. You may also want to give him or her the questions ahead of time so a planned response can be prepared.

5. Review proper behavior for when visitors join the class. 

6. Be sure students thank the speaker both on the day of the presentation and by writing a thank you card afterward. Encourage them to include the date, proper salutation, body, closing, and signature in the card.

Assessment Criteria

The student contributed to the discussion to prepare for the speaker’s presentation.

The student was a good audience member during the presentation.

The student wrote a thank you card.
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The student contributed greatly to the discussion to prepare for the speaker’s presentation.

The student was an excellent audience member during the presentation.

The student wrote an excellent thank you card.

2
The student contributed to the discussion to prepare for the speaker’s presentation.

The student was a good audience member during the presentation.

The student wrote a good thank you card.

1
The student didn’t contribute to the discussion to prepare for the speaker’s presentation.

The student was a good audience member during the presentation.

The student wrote a thank you card.
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