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Grade Level: 3

Technology Standard: 

4.1.3 The student writes a story and includes a graphic (I)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

3.2.7 The student follows simple multiple-step written instructions

3.2.2 The student writes descriptions that use concrete sensory details to present and support unified impressions of people, places, things, or experiences

Software:
Kid Pix Studio Deluxe (Broderbund)


Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: characters, setting, descriptive writing, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, following directions

Literature: 

Fables by Arnold Lobel (Harper & Row, 1980)

Feathers and Tails Retold by David Kherdian (Philomel, 1992) 

Nursery Tales Around the World Retold by Judy Sierra (Clarion, 1996)

American Fairy Tales Compiled by Neil Philip (Hyperion, 1996)

American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne (Alfred A. Knopf, 1991)

Introduction to the Lesson

Students will have the opportunity to write a story and create a graphic to go with it. They will create the graphic in Kid Pix Studio Deluxe and then import it into the Microsoft Word document containing the story. The literature above can serve as a springboard for stories students may want to write. Encourage them to write a new fairy tale, tall tale, fable, or nursery tale.

Lesson Plan

1. Read some fairy tales, tall tales, fables, or nursery tales to students. After you read each story, have students identify and describe the setting and characters. Explain that they will be writing their own stories and you want them to concentrate on creating rich descriptions of the setting and characters.

2. Explain to students that they will write their stories in Microsoft Word. You may want them to outline the story or write it prior to going to the computer if their computer time is very limited. 
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3. When students type in their stories, encourage them to use proper posture and finger position. Also, encourage them to edit their stories for spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. They should also be sure that their stories contain descriptive references to the setting and characters. They may want to use spell check to help them edit their work. They should click on the Tools menu and select Spelling and Grammar.

4. Remind students to type their names at the bottom of the page. Once their stories have been entered and edited, they should save the story as story followed by their initials. Then, they should quit or exit the program.

5. Students should use Kid Pix Studio Deluxe to create a graphic for their stories. Encourage them to use all the paint tools to draw their pictures and the color palette to make it as colorful as possible. Then, they should save the picture as pic followed by their initials.

6. Students will import their pictures into the Word document. You will need to share this process with them. The first step is to open the story file they saved as story followed by their initials. To do this, they need to open Microsoft Word and then click on the File menu and select Open. Once they find the file, they should double-click on the file name to open it. Then, they should make sure the cursor is at the top of the page. To import the picture, they will need to click on the Insert menu and select Picture and then From File. 

7. Now, they need to locate the picture they saved as pic followed by their initials. When they click on the file name, they will see a preview of their picture on the screen. If it is the correct picture, students should select Insert. The picture will appear at the top of their document. Then, they should save again.

8. Remind students to save their story again and then quit or exit the program so that the computer is ready for the next student to use.

9. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.

Assessment Criteria

The student wrote a story with a descriptive setting and descriptive characters.

The student edited the story for correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

The student created an appropriate picture.

The student inserted the picture correctly.
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Session One

1. Open Microsoft Word.

2. Type your story. Be sure to include a descriptive setting and characters.

3. Type your name at the bottom of the page.

4. Save the file as story followed by your initials.

5. Quit or exit the program.

Session Two

1. Open Kid Pix Studio Deluxe.

2. Use the paint tools to draw a picture for your story.

3. Save the file as pic followed by your initials.

4. Quit or exit the program.

Session Three

1. Open the file you saved as story followed by your initials. 

2. Put the cursor at the top of the page. Import your picture by clicking on the Insert menu and selecting Picture and From File.

3. Find the file you saved as pic followed by your initials. Click on the file. Select Insert to add the picture to your story.

4. Save the file again.

5. Print and then Quit or Exit the program.
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Assessment Rubric

3  
The student wrote a story with a very descriptive setting and characters.

The student edited the story for correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

The student created an excellent picture to illustrate their story.

The student inserted the picture correctly.

2
The student wrote a story with a descriptive setting and characters.

The student edited the story for correct spelling, capitalization, and/or punctuation.

The student created a good picture.

The student inserted the picture correctly with assistance.

1
The student wrote a story with a setting and characters.

The student edited the story for correct spelling, capitalization, or punctuation.

The student created a picture.

The student could not insert the picture.
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