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Grade Level: 4

Technology Standards: 

3.1.8 The student creates folders for file management (E)

4.2.1 The student illustrates a story or concept (E)

SAUSD Math Standard: 

4.3 The student solves problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers

Software: Kid Pix Studio Deluxe (Broderbund)

Content Skills: word problems, multiplication, following directions

Introduction to the Lesson

Students seem to have trouble with word problems. This lesson gives them the opportunity to create their own word problems. By writing their own problems, they gain a better perspective on word problems and how to solve them. After students have all created word problems, they can be exchanged so students get practice solving them.

Lesson Plan

1. Share a word problem with students such as: “There are three trees in my yard and they each have four apples on them. How many apples do I have in all?” Challenge students to draw a picture to represent the problem and then solve it. Discuss writing and solving word problems.

2. Explain to students that they will be writing their own multiplication word problems. They should write one similar to the example you provided. 

3. Explain to students that prior to writing their word problems, they are going to create folders on the desktop to keep their files in. 

· Macintosh - Students must be on the desktop. Click on the File menu and select New Folder. Type their name in the text box under the newly created folder. 

· Windows - From the desktop, right-click on the mouse and then select New and Folder. Type the name of the folder in the text box below the folder.

4. Tell students to open Kid Pix Studio Deluxe and use the keyboard text tool to write the story problem. Then, they should use the paint tools to draw an illustration for the word problem. To illustrate the first example, students would draw three trees with four apples on each.  This lesson is a good opportunity for students to use the many different stamps available.
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6. When students are finished, they should type their names at the bottom of the page, then print their work.

7. Students should then save their work to their folder.  Remind them to check the location box at the top of the pop-up menu that appears when they use “Save as”.
8. Remind students to quit or exit the program so that the computer is ready for the next student to use.

9. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.

Assessment Criteria

The student wrote a good word problem.

The student’s drawing illustrated the word problem correctly.

The student used the paint tools and text tool correctly.

The student created a folder for his/her work.

The student saved their work to their folder.
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1. Make a folder on the desktop with your name on it. 

· Macintosh - You must be on the desktop. Click on the File menu and select New Folder. Type your name in the text box under the newly created folder. 

· Windows - From the desktop, right-click on the mouse and then from the pop-up menu select New and then Folder. Type your name in the text box below the folder.

2. Open Kid Pix Studio Deluxe.

3. Use the keyboard text tool to type in your word problem.

4. Type your name at the bottom of the page.

5. Use the Paint Tools to illustrate your word problem. Use the color palette to change the colors of the Paint Tools.  You may want to use the Stamp Tool to illustrate your problem.  You can change the set of stamps By clicking on Goodies and choosing Pick a Stamp Set.

6. Print.

7. Save your problem to your folder.  (Hint: make sure your folder is shown as the location the file is being saved to)

7. Quit or exit the program.
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3  
The student wrote an excellent word problem.

The student’s drawing illustrated the word problem correctly.

The student used the paint tools and text tool correctly.

The student created a folder for his/her work.

2
The student wrote a good word problem.

The student’s drawing primarily illustrated the word problem.

The student used the paint tools and text tool correctly.

The student created a folder for his/her work with assistance.

1
The student wrote a word problem.

The student’s drawing illustrated the word problem somewhat.

The student used the paint tools and text tool correctly.

The student did not create a folder for his/her work.
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