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Events Online
Grade Level: 4

Technology Standards:

2.5 The student adheres to the Santa Ana Unified School District Acceptable Use Agreement for the Internet (E)

3.5.2 The student accesses a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) address (M)

3.5.12 The student downloads and saves text and graphics from the Internet (I)

4.1.3 The student writes a story and includes a graphic (E)

4.3.3 The student determines the usefulness of information acquired from the Internet (I)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards:

4.2.2 The student knows and uses appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes

4.1.5 The student quotes or paraphrases information sources, citing them appropriately 

4.2.3 The student writes information reports that include facts and details for focus

4.2.4 The student writes summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading selection and the most significant details

Software:  
Microsoft Word (Microsoft)


Netscape Navigator (Netscape) 

Content Skills: research skills, note taking, critical thinking, writing, spelling, following directions

Web Sites:
http://www.ocregister.com

http://www.latimes.com

http://www.nytimes.com/

http://www.WashingtonPost.com/

http://www.usatoday.com/
Introduction to the Lesson

In this lesson, students will access online newspapers and then select a story to report on. They will search for important information to include in their synopsis, as well as, select a graphic from the online article to download and include with their stories. 

Lesson Plan

1. Explain to students that news stories are available from the newspaper delivered to their homes, but also they are available on the Internet. Share some of the online newspapers from the list of web sites above. 

2. Tell students that they will be selecting an online article to report on for the class. They will read the information, take notes, and then write a brief summary to describe the events of the story. They will also download a graphic related to the story to insert into their summaries.


3. Explain to students that in order to keep their graphics organized, they should use the folder they created for themselves in the “It’s My Problem” lesson (4.02) to save their files. If your students did not do this lesson, have them create folders. To do this using a Macintosh computer, students must be on the desktop. Then, they should click on the File menu and select New Folder. They should type their names in the text box under the newly created folder. If you are using a Windows computer, from the desktop, right-click on the mouse and then select New and Folder. Type the name of the folder in the text box below the folder.

4. Tell students that they can visit any of the sites listed on the activity card. To access any of the sites, they should click on the Open button and type in the URL. However, they should be sure to only use an article that also has a graphic along with it. They should read the article and make their notes on the useful information in the article while they are at the computer. If paper is available, they can print out the story they are going to summarize as their current event. To do this, they should click on the Print button in the toolbar. Remind students that when they are on the Internet they should adhere to the Acceptable Use Agreement of the district.

5. Once they have found an appropriate graphic, they should download it so they can import it into their documents. To do this using a Macintosh computer, students need to click on the graphic they want and hold the mouse button down. Then, they should select Save this Image as. They should save the file into their folders for easy access. To do this using a Windows computer, right-click on the graphic and then select Save Image As. They should save the file into their folders for easy access. 

6. Because there can be problems trying to insert graphics from the Internet into a Word document, you should have students try to insert the graphic they want to use prior to writing the summary. The reason for potential problems is that sometimes graphics are created in formats that Microsoft Word is not able to identify. If you have a graphic converter program, you can have students convert the graphic into a format that Word will accept. If the graphic cannot be imported into Word, they should choose a different graphic and story to summarize. To attempt to insert the graphic in Microsoft Word, they should click on the Insert menu and then select Picture and From File. Then, they should locate their folders and click on the graphic they saved. The graphic should appear in the document. 

7. Now, students should use Microsoft Word to write their summaries. If students take a great deal of time to type in stories, you may want to have them draft it or create an outline prior to going to the computer. Remind students to check their spelling and grammar when they are finished typing. To do this, students need to click on the Tools menu and select Spelling and Grammar. Finally, they should type their names at the bottom of the page.

8. Have students save the file as current followed by their initials.

9. When students are finished, they should print their work.

10. Remind students to quit or exit the program so that the computer is ready for the next student to use.

11. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.


Assessment Criteria

The student wrote a current event story.

The student included facts and main ideas from the online article.

The student accessed an online newspaper.

The student saved a graphic from an Internet site.

The student inserted a graphic correctly into a Microsoft Word document.
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Activity Card I

Session One - Research
1. Open Netscape Navigator.

2. Click the Open button to access any of the online newspapers listed below.

http://www.ocregister.com
http://www.latimes.com
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.WashingtonPost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
3. Click on the headline that interests you. Find an article that interests you and has a graphic. Save the graphic. If you are using a Macintosh computer, click on the graphic you want and hold the mouse button down. Then, select Save this Image as. To do this on a Windows computer, click the graphic you want using the right button on the mouse. Then, select Save Image As. Save the graphic into your own folder. 

4. Take notes on the information in the article or print the information by clicking on the Print button in the toolbar. 

5. Quit or exit the program.
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Activity Card II

Session Two – Write a Summary
1. Open Microsoft Word.
2. Insert the graphic you saved. To insert the graphic, click on the Insert menu and then select Picture and From File. Then, locate your folder and click on the graphic you saved. The graphic should appear in the document. (Note: If the graphic does not appear in your document, choose another graphic or article to summarize.)

3. If the graphic has appeared, place the cursor underneath the graphic and begin typing your story. Be sure to check your spelling and grammar by clicking on the Tools menu and selecting Spelling and Grammar.

4. Type your name at the bottom of the page.

5. Save the file as current followed by your initials.

6. Print.

7. Quit or exit the program.
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Assessment Rubric
3  
The student wrote an excellent current event story.

The student included all the facts and main ideas from the online article.

The student accessed an online newspaper.

The student saved a graphic.

The student inserted a graphic correctly.

2
The student wrote a good current event story.

The student included facts and/or main ideas from the online article.

The student accessed an online newspaper.

The student saved a graphic.

The student inserted a graphic correctly.

1
The student wrote a current event story.

The student included facts or main ideas from the online article.

The student accessed an online newspaper with assistance.

The student saved a graphic with assistance.

The student inserted a graphic with assistance.

© Santa Ana Unified School District

4.09 Current Events Online



Page 6 of 6

