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Grade Level: 5

Technology Standards: 

1.5 The student identifies the capabilities and uses of technology in society (M)

4.1.5 The student writes essays and reports (E)

SAUSD Reading-Language Arts Standards: 

5.2.3 The student discerns main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas

5.1.6 The student creates documents using word processing skills

5.2.3 The student develops interpretations that exhibit careful reading and understanding

5.2.4 The student writes research reports that develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations

Software: Microsoft Word (Microsoft)

Content Skills: comparing and contrasting, writing, following directions

Literature: Any of the Laura Ingalls Wilder books (Little House in the Big Woods, Little House on the Prairie, On the Banks of Plum Creek, Little Farmer Boy)

Introduction to the Lesson

Technology has made our lives much easier than anyone had it in the Laura Ingalls Wilder books. In this lesson, students will compare the lives of characters in the Wilder books with their own lives in relation to how technology makes their lives easier. They will write a brief report of their opinions.

Lesson Plan

1. Have students read any of the Laura Ingalls Wilder books. Encourage them to take notes as they read about the ways in which technology has made their lives easier than the character’s lives in the book.

2. Tell students to write a brief report using Microsoft Word detailing the ways in which their lives are easier because of the advances in technology. Call their attention to how typing their reports in the computer will be much easier and faster than writing it by hand.


3. Students can format the text any way they like to make the report look more appealing.

4. When students are finished, they should type their names at the bottom of the page, then print their work.

5. Students should save their file as thanks followed by their initials.

6. Remind students to quit or exit the program so that the computer is ready for the next student to use.

7. You may want to review the steps on the activity card with students so that they may work independently at the computer.

Assessment Criteria

The student identified the capabilities and uses of technology.

The student made strong comparisons.

The student wrote a report.

The student formatted the text.
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Activity Card

1. Open Microsoft Word.

2. Write your report.

3. Format the text any way you like.

4. Spell and grammar check the document by clicking on the Tools menu and selecting Spelling and Grammar.

5. Print.

6. Save your file as thanks followed by your initials.

6. Quit or exit the program.
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Assessment Rubric

3  
The student identified the capabilities and uses of many examples of technology.

The student made strong comparisons.

The student wrote an excellent report.

The student formatted the text nicely.

2
The student identified the capabilities and uses of several examples of technology.

The student made good comparisons.

The student wrote a good report.

The student formatted the text.

1
The student identified the capabilities or uses of one example of technology.

The student made a few comparisons.

The student wrote a report.

The student did not format the text.
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